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In view of the high quality of the contributions, nearly all the presentations or communications made in Hammamet will be published. An illustrated booklet will be published with the help of the SYNGOF, the French union of gynaecologists and obstetricians.

The President’s opening address: Raymond Belaiche.  Complete text available in the booklet.

The General secretary’s report: Guy Schlaeder.

Acknowledgments to our present President Raymond Belaiche for his kind invitation and his excellent organisation of the Hammamet meeting.

Acknowledgments to Dr Ben Zebid and his Tunisian colleagues for their support.

We want to welcome a new delegate: Dr Bassirou LY from Mauritania.

UPIGO regularly takes part at the NGO conference at the Council of Europe with participatory status. UPIGO is an active member of the « Health » grouping and is working on the subject « Prevention in health » with 15 other NGOs.  We are mainly dealing with cervical and breast cancer prevention.

UPIGO is still worried by the alarming inequalities in the access to medical care in many regions of sub-Sahelian Africa. Rather than considering material actions that would only be punctual or localised, we think that we should promote social or political mobilisation by supporting national ob-gyn associations. We are willing to discuss this matter with the sub-Sahelian delegations.

Report from the Treasury: Pier Francesco Tropea: a detailed breakdown was given during the session . The accounts are balanced. On 1.6.2007 the cash balance was 41.468,16€.
Survey on the conditions of gynaecology obstetrics practice in 12 European countries and in 5 African countries.

This well detailed survey was conducted thanks to the excellent collaboration of the UPIGO delegates or corresponding members. 
AL - ALBANIA: G. Theodosi BL - BULGARIA: S.  Konstantinov C. AF – CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: A. Sepou CZ – CZECH REPUBLIC: M. Kudela D - GERMANY: K. Koenig DK – DENMARK: S. Lenz, H.H. Wagner E - SPAIN: E. Lopez de la Osa F - FRANCE:  G.M. Cousin, R. Belaiche, G. Schlaeder GR - GREECE: A. Kalogeropoulos, L. Mamas, N. Tsatsaris I - ITALY – P.F. Tropea, R. Sposetti L - LUXEMBOURG: A. Conzemius LT - LITUANIA: A. Arlauskiene MAL - MALI: M. Diakite MAU - MAURITANIA: B. Ly SEN - SENEGAL - R. Wardini Hachem SK – SLOVAK REPUBLIC: J. Stencl, A.Bohacikova TN - TUNISIA: Nabil Ben Zenib

The survey successively addresses macro-economic data, demography, modes of practice, some financial data, civil professional liability premiums (CPL), conflicts in the speciality, training in gynaecology and obstetrics, continuous professional training. The survey is concluded by individual comments made by the reporters of each country. Following the discussions in Hammamet, several points will be completed or detailed later on by the delegates.

A summary of the survey will be published in the “Hammamet” booklet.  Details of the survey will be put online on our website www.upigo.org
THE CRISIS OF PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY is considerable in France: Jean Marty. Young doctors avoid obstetrical practice. Several solutions are being contemplated, thanks particularly to SYNGOF (the French union of OB-GYN)

Medico-legal problems of the shoulder dystocia were analysed from a respective French and Italian point of view by Raymond Belaiche and Pier Francesco Tropea. They were sharing a very similar point of view. To be retained: a perfectly documented medical file, a very prompt intervention of the obstetrician: this is an extraordinary situation for which training on a dummy is highly recommended. Perfect result cannot be exacted; with some reserve, it can be considered as a therapeutic hazard. 

Doctors and Internet sites: Nabil Ben Zenib.  A doctor can use a website but without any advertising intention. His site has to provide objective and authorized information to his patients. It should be considered as a complement to his practice but not as a substitute. 

CME is now legally compulsory in France: Guy-Marie Cousin

Threats to the speciality in Germany: Klaus Koenig

These threats come from different allied medical specialities and also from midwives. State’s grip is ever more tight. Teamwork and network are recommended in order to reach complementary and quality results.

The training of gynaecologists and obstetricians in Slovakia:Jan Stencl

Thorough theoretical as well as practical basic training. Sub-specialities have been recognized for a long time in Slovakia. Continuing Medical Education is carried through 5-year periods. The Medical Chamber cannot renew the Doctor’s degree. This system works well for ambulatory practice but it not yet in place in hospital practice.

Quality assessment of gynaecological practice in Denmark project: Suzan Lenz and Hans-Henrik Wagner are informing us about a 120,000-euro budget project. We hope to report the results in Copenhagen in June 2008. 

	Statutory General Assembly: 

The Secretary General’s report and the Treasurer’s report were unanimously adopted.

Elections: President Jan Stencl (Slovakia) Vice-presidents: Annick Conzemius (Luxembourg), Mariame Diakité (Mali), Klaus Koenig (Germany); Secretary General: Guy Schlaeder (France); Treasurer and Past-President: Raymond Belaiche.

The next general assembly will be held in Copenhagen (Denmark) from June 20th to June 22nd 2008.

The chosen themes are: cervical and breast cancer prevention; the role of non-medical personnel in obstetrics.




New candidacy: Bassirou LY from Mauritania

List of the delegations present in Hammamet : 

Albania: Gerjgi Theodosi

Germany: Klaus Koenig 

Denmark : Suzan Lenz-Hans-Henrik Wagner 

Spain: Eduardo Lopez de la Osa 

France: Guy-Marie Cousin

Greece: Nicolas Tsatsaris Achilles Kalogeropoulos 

Italy: Pier Francesco Tropea 

Luxembourg:  Jacques Arendt 

Mali: Mariame Diakité 

Mauritania: Bassirou Ly

Slovakia: Anna Bohacikova l

Tunisia: Nabil ben Zineb Mounir Chibani Salem Ghamgui Sami Mahjoub M. Kharouf

Board members: President: Raymond Belaiche Vice-presidents: Annick Conzemius-Jan Stencl Secretary General: Guy Schlaeder Treasurer: Pier Francesco Tropea

Apologies: Poland: Marek Spaczinski Italy: Giovanni Adinolfi –Roberto Sposetti- R.Forleo Switzerland: Mario Litschgi

Report written by Guy Schlaeder Secretary General UPIGO 

Strasbourg September 2007

