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UPIGO

Minutes of UPIGO’s Annual General Assembly

Bratislava (Slovakia), 3-5 October 2003

The Bratislava General Assembly provided an opportunity to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our organisation. It was set up in Paris in 1953 under the name of CILOPGO (Comité International de Liaison des Organisations Professionnelles des Gynécologues-Obstétriciens – the international liaison committee for professional organisations of gynaecologists and obstetricians). In 1995, it definitively changed its acronym to UPIGO (Union Professionnelle Internationale des Gynécologues et Obstétriciens – the international professional union of gynaecologists and obstetricians).

Speech by Professor Jan STENCL, Rector of the Slovak Medical University

He was delighted and honoured to welcome UPIGO and to host its fiftieth anniversary celebration. He greeted the representatives of the Slovak government and UPIGO delegates.

After providing a short overview of the organisation’s history, he spoke about recent developments and Slovakia’s forthcoming entry into the European Union. 

Speeches by representatives of the Slovak government: Mr MORAVCIK, representing the President of the Republic, and Ms BENUSOVA, representing the Minister of Health.

In memoriam

We are saddened to learn of the loss of two former UPIGO delegates over the last year. 

Professor Eugenio LENZI from Rome was regularly involved in UPIGO since 1963. In spite of his advanced years, he was with us in Dakar in 2002. He was UPIGO President from 1979 to 1981 (speech made by Giovanni ADINOLFI).

Dr Francis SAILLY represented the Collège des Gynécologues Médicaux (the French association of medical gynaecologists) in UPIGO (speech made by Guy Marie COUSIN).

The assembly observed one minute’s silence as a tribute to the two departed colleagues.

Speech by the President, Martin Link

Health and welfare issues primarily come under the responsibility of national governments. They must however also be dealt with bearing a supranational perspective in mind. European countries are therefore increasingly being confronted with a need to standardise medical training and practice. UPIGO should be involved in this.

The Dakar General Assembly helped us to become aware about the disparity of access to care between developed countries and others. UPIGO should strive to reduce such inequalities. More specifically, the President made a proposal for immediate action concerning the setting up of training courses for up-grading skills, for example in the areas of ultrasonics and early detection of cancer. Each European UPIGO delegation is asked to set up a three-month training course for a doctor (and/or a member of their medical team) from a developing country represented in UPIGO.

Offers and requests will be matched by the Secretary General. 

Serious problems even exist in developing countries. The entire welfare system, which is reputed to be exemplary in Germany for example, must deal with enormous budgetary difficulties, and major reforms will be essential.

The need for reform is being felt in a great many countries. Professional organisations will have an important role to play. UPIGO consequently has a major role in developing the policy positions of our profession.

To conclude, the President encouraged us to work for the common good of everyone. 

Report by the Secretary General, Guy SCHLAEDER

Since the wonderful General Assembly in Dakar a year ago, the secretariat has been extremely busy. Several contacts have been made, especially in Europe and Africa. We are involved in the Council of Europe’s group of Health NGOs and continue with our activities aiming to promote sexual and reproductive health. 

The website (www.upigo.org) is still scoring a high number of hits. It still hosts the results of major UPIGO survey of obstetrics and gynaecology, which is illustrated with more than thirty graphs and tables. A CD-based version can be obtained from the secretariat.

He was delighted to welcome some new delegates: Professeur Hervé ILOKI from Congo Brazzaville; Dr Marianne DIAKITE from Mali; and Professeur Stephan KHMIL from the Ukraine. He was also pleased to see Professor Marek SPAZCINSKI from Poland again.

He warmly thanked Professor STENCL and his team for their highly valuable cooperation in organising this fiftieth anniversary General Assembly.
Report from the Treasurer, Raymond BELAICHE

A detailed breakdown was provided for each delegate during the session.

The budget is balanced. The remaining balance was € 32,248.49 on 4 October 2003.

MAIN THEME 1: THE ROLE OF PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN THE CONTINUING EDUCATION OF OBSTETRICAL TEAMS: Jan STENCL

Coordinators: Rose WARDINI-HACHEM and Hans Henrik WAGNER

A survey has been carried out with the support of delegates from eleven countries: Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Romania, Switzerland, Poland, Senegal, Greece, Italy, France and Germany. The birth rate is low in all European countries and almost all deliveries take place in hospital. In Senegal, over half of deliveries happen without medical assistance and for the most part take place at home.

The need for continuing education is acknowledged by all. It can take on a variety of forms (courses, seminars, practical placements, workshops, conferences etc.), for doctors as well as for midwives.

Ways of validating continuing education or recertification vary extensively from one country to another. In two countries, the Czech Republic and Switzerland, recertification is only valid for three or four years.

Continuing medical training (CME) does not enable doctors and midwives to acquire financial advantage or promotion. Personal motivation and the ambition to perform one’s occupation well are the key driving factors. 

In the context of moves towards European integration, it was proposed that there should be measures to promote the harmonisation of CME for doctors, midwives and nurses in our respective countries. Systems for evaluating CME should also be harmonised.

MAIN THEME 2 : MATERNAL MORTALITY : M. LINK, coordinator, 

E. ALIHONOU and G. SCHLAEDER

A survey has been carried out with the support of delegates from fifteen countries : Niger, Mali, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Romania, Switzerland, Poland, Senegal, Greece, Italy, Ivory Coast, Congo Brazzaville, Luxemburg, France and Germany.
Maternal mortality (MM) is a major social issue across the world. It is not a medical issue, insofar as the causes and strategies needed for fighting against it are well known. For our colleagues in countries where MM is a daily occurrence, the situation can only be improved if social conditions improve. UPIGO, as a representative of our colleagues’ interests, must therefore make its voice heard in the international community and vis-à-vis national governments. It should call for progressive improvements in care for pregnant women and in the conditions in which they give birth. To do this, we must firstly obtain some valid data. This will help us to back up our demands. Our survey has demonstrated that it is extraordinarily difficult to obtain reliable data in this area. Even in a developed country such as Germany, it is impossible to access relevant data due to regulations governing the protection of private information (or the computer data and civil liberties law in France). As far as MM is concerned, this situation will not be admissible for much longer. UPIGO must appeal to the community of nations. Through the United Nations, it should call on national governments to tackle the issue of maternal mortality and commit themselves to changing the situation. A reliable system for gathering data should be set up. It will only be possible to tackle MM efficiently in a country when its main causes have been identified. 

For this reason, it was proposed that UPIGO adopts a resolution for the attention of the European authorities and the United Nations. This matter should be taken up again at our General Assembly next year. 

Some figures on maternal mortality:

· The world: 1,600 women every day, 585,000 women every year

(in Unger et al. FRAUENARZT 2001;42:591)

· Europe : in several countries covered by our survey: less than ten deaths per 100,000 live births

(Germany five deaths per 100,000)

· North Africa 360 deaths per 100,000 live births

· West Africa 760 deaths per 100,000 live births, with more than half of deliveries taking place in a non-medical environment, in other words without a doctor or midwife; this situation has not shown signs of improvement over the last twenty years. 
UPIGO’s fiftieth anniversary: Giovanni ADINOLFI

On this occasion, UPIGO’s Past President Giovanni ADINOLFI prepared an attractive 183-page brochure illustrated with several photographs.

The brochure enables people to familiarise themselves with UPIGO’s history, the way it works, past achievements and objectives for the future. It should facilitate the dissemination of information on UPIGO’s work among our European and non-European colleagues.

Anybody wanting to obtain a copy of the brochure should contact Professor Giovanni ADINOLFI, via G .M. BOSCO, 4 I – 81100 CASERTA (Italy) Tel/Fax +39 (0)823 32 929 – €25 per copy.

General Assembly statutory matters
A survey has been carried out with the support of delegates from eleven countries: Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Romania, Switzerland, Poland, Senegal, Greece, Italy, France and Germany. The reports of the Secretary General (minutes of the Dakar General Assembly and the annual report) and the Treasurer’s report were approved unanimously.

· New applications for UPIGO membership: Congo Brazzaville, submitted by Prof. Hervé ILOKI; and the Ukraine, submitted Prof. Stephan KHMIL. They were unanimously accepted. 

· Dr Marianne DIAKITE is the new delegate for Mali.

· The composition of the Union’s board stays the same because various mandates will come to an end in one year’s time. 

The next elections will take place in one year’s time.

· The next General Assembly will take place in Berlin on 1st to 3rd  October 2004, at the kind invitation of the Martin LINK and the Berufsverband (professional association).

The main topics will be 

1. Civil liability: Raymond BELAICHE will be coordinator, assisted by Pier Francesco TROPEA

2. Private obstetrics and gynaecology practice: Annik CONZEMIUS will be coordinator, assisted by Hans Henrik WAGNER

We are furthermore expecting proposals from Raymond BELAICHE on the creation of an ethics committee and the creation of an international expert group on legal/medical issues. The two main themes of the current General Assembly will be updated and completed for the Berlin meeting by Jan STENCL and Martin LINK. In Berlin, we will have an update on the situation regarding training courses for upgrading skills, as suggested by our President.
Final remarks: Martin LINK, President

“We are coming to the end of our busy and beneficial day … the place and the themes of our next General Assembly have been decided on. I would like to thank all participants for your constructive work, and I look forward to seeing you in a year’s time. I would particularly like to thank Jan STENCL and his colleagues for the excellent organisation and their most cordial welcome here in Bratislava …

Despite the shortness of our visit here and the intensity of our work, we have been able to acquire an interesting insight into the country and the life of people in Slovakia, which will soon join the European Union. Once again, thank you very much. I would like to wish each participant a pleasant journey home. I hope that we will be able to achieve the objectives we have set ourselves in the forthcoming year, and that in a year’s time we will see each other again in good health, and in a friendly and constructive atmosphere.”

List of delegates present in Bratislava

Congo Brazzaville: H. ILOKI

Denmark: H. H. WAGNER

France: C. COLETTE, G. M. COUSIN

Germany: M. LINK

Greece: A. KALOGELOPOUROS, N. TSATSARIS

Italy: G. ADINOLFI

Ivory Coast: C. WELFFENS-EKRA

Luxemburg: A. CONZEMIUS

Mali: M. DIAKITE

Poland: M. SPACZINSKI

Senegal: R. WARDINI-HACHEN 

Slovakia: J. STENCL, I. RUSNAK, A. BOHACIKOVA

Ukraine: S. KHMIL

Members of the board attending:

President: M. LINK

Past President: N. TSATSARIS

Vice Presidents: A. CONZEMIUS, R. WARDINI-HACHEN, P. F. TROPEA

Treasurer: R. BELAICHE 

Secretary General: G. SCHLAEDER.

Apologies for absence

Benin and Togo: E. ALIHONOU

Burkina-Faso: B. THIOMBIANO 

Czech Republic: M. KUDELA

Italy: R.FORLEO

Mali: A. DOLO

Morocco: N. CHRAIBI

Niger: N. IDI

Romania: I.MUNTEANU

Serbia-Montenegro: V. KESIC

Switzerland: M. LITSCHGI

Report written by G. SCHLAEDER                                            Strasbourg, December 2003                              

UPIGO Secretary General
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