MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ANNUAL UPIGO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1ST to 3RD OCTOBER 2004, BERLIN ( GERMANY)

Nicolas Tsatsaris, Past-President, chaired the debates in the absence of Martin Link. 

Address by President Martin Link (read in his absence by Annik Conzemius).

He expressed his regret at not having been able to attend the meeting in Berlin for health reasons, and said that he had done his best to organise the meeting by telephone or e mail.

He thanked Guy Schlaeder and Annick Conzemius for their help, and Messrs Dudenhausen and Steiner for consenting to give the welcome speeches to the Assembly. 

He also thanked Professor Welsch, who had agreed to put his expertise at the service of UPIGO with respect to the serious problem of “Maternal mortality”, as well as Professor Jan Stencl for his interesting study on “Ongoing training within the obstetrical team.” He asked us to formulate our comments on these two studies and to send them to the Council of Europe and the United Nations.
Finally, President Link thanked all the members of UPIGO after 14 years of participation as a German delegate, and two years as President.
Professor Joachim Dudenhausen, Director of the Obstetrics Department (Direktor der Kliniken für Geburtshilfe) at Charité Virchow-Klinikum, Campus Benjamin Franklin in Berlin, welcomed us to that city.

Doctor Manfred Steiner, President of the Association of Gynaecologists of Germany (Präsident des Berufsverbandes der Frauenärzte) also welcomed us in the name of his association and its 14 000 members.
Report by the Secretary-General : Guy Schlaeder
Since the fiftieth anniversary meeting of UPIGO, celebrated in grand style in Bratislava, home of our friend Jan Stencl, the secretariat has pursued numerous exchanges with European and African countries.
We have spoken several times with our lawyer about the statues of our union, our logo and our partnerships with industry.
Our internet site is still available at   www.upigo.org . In particular, the minutes of the General Assemblies since 1999 may be found on the site.
UPIGO currently enjoys participative status within the Council of Europe.
In collaboration with eight other INGOs, UPIGO argued for a European policy in favour of sexual and reproductive health.  We have participated personally in several meetings of the Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee. The Parliamentary Assembly has finally adopted a report which will form the basis of a recommendation to the Committee of Ministers of the 46 member states of the Council of Europe.  The report was presented by the deputy Christine McCafferty,

We have the pleasure of welcoming today some new delegates : from Germany, Klaus KÖNIG, from Italy, Roberto SPOSETTI, and from Senegal, Fare WADE.
Treasurer’s report : Raymond BELAICHE.

A detailed financial statment was given to each delegate at the meeting. 
The accounts balanced, and there was a credit of 58.410,18€ at 02.10.2004.

AREAS OF ACTIVITY
The debates which followed were rich and tightly-packed.
The two studies presented last year at the General Assembly in Bratislava were first completed. 
Maternal mortality

Professor Hermann WELSCH from Munich, European expert on questions of maternal mortality, gave an excellent paper on this distressing problem, based on the UPIGO study and on the latest data published in international literature.  Throughout the world, more than 500 000 women lose their lives every year following complications in pregnancy or while giving birth.  That is the equivalent of 1000 plane crashes, with 500 people on board each plane! Most of these obstetrical deaths occur in developing countries.

The delegates from Senegal, Fara WADE and Rose WARDINI-HACHEM, gave a very concrete talk on the obstetrical activity of the medical centre in Kolda.  In one year, they had to deplore 78 deaths, against 4721 live births.  For the whole of Senegal, obstetrical mortality stands at less than 500 deaths for 100 000 live births. 

In several sub-Saharan countries, obstetrical mortalities are still considerably higher than in Senegal. 

As a comparison, in several western European countries, obstetrical mortality is around 10 to 100 000, or even lower. 

Numerous deaths could be avoided if care were better organised. Many deaths could also be avoided if women were better informed; this is particularly true in developing countries.

It is important to note that most official statistics on maternal mortality quote false or under-estimated figures. Only strictly confidential studies allow the reality to be revealed and practical conclusions to be drawn.  In France, the confidential country-wide study had the merit of showing that almost 50% of these deaths could have been avoided. This is true of many deaths by haemorrhage or by infection, and, to a lesser extent, of deaths caused by high blood pressure.
It is quite clear that confidential studies are only effective if doctors and hospitals receive formal assurance that passing on their medical notes will not lead to judicial proceedings or to prosecution.  

At the General Assembly in Berlin, UPIGO decided to engage in a major information programme aimed at the public, national governments and international institutions, with the aim of combating a situation which seems to us absolutely intolerable at the beginning of the twenty-first century.
Continuous education of obstetrical teams
The study begun by Jan STENCL (Slovakia) in 2003 was finalised in Berlin. 

While everybody agrees on the necessity for ongoing education, there are still many divergences concerning training methods, and, particularly, the validation of training. The author would like to see better harmonisation between the various European countries. 

MAIN THEME I: civil liability and ethical problems.

Pier Francesco TROPEA spoke to us about the latest developments in  

professional liability in Italy.

Raymond BELAICHE presented the French situation, the distinction between civil and penal suits, and the different situations in public and private establishments.  His principal proposal was the creation of an ethical committee within UPIGO. This committee would bring together experts from various countries, and would be able to give its opinion on the ethical problems with which our colleagues are confronted.

This would not be a supranational or legal structure. The role of the committee would only be to give an opinion or advice. This committee could also lend its support to UPIGO’s humanitarian or ethical campaigns. 

A proposition for statutes and internal regulation will be sent to the various worldwide delegations for comment and possible amendments. 

MAIN THEME II: private practice in gynaecology and obstetrics by Annik CONZEMIUS (Luxembourg) and Hans Henrik WAGNER (Denmark).

A survey was made in several European countries.
The difficulties are numerous: workloads are heavy, income is going down, and insurance, like the number of court-cases, is going up. 

The authors appreciate the principal of damages being awarded to the patient in Sweden: whatever the cause of the complication, whether there is a medical error or not, the patient receives damages. Could this could be the way to avoid court-cases, and battles between experts or lawyers?

In order for the private practice of medicine to retain its reputation for quality, European harmonisation and liberalisation will be required, notably concerning tariffs, professional insurance, and flexibility on medico-legal questions. 

At the TRADITIONAL ROUND TABLE, each delegation informed us of the situation in gynaecology and obstetrics in his or her country.  In this way, we learned among other things:  

That in Poland there are too many gynaecology and obstetrics departments for a diminishing birth rate. Abortion is illegal. Therapeutic termination (for medical reasons) is exceptional.  Young specialists often move to richer countries.  The same phenomenon is found in Slovakia.  

In Italy, because of the rise in the number of court cases, the Caesarean rate, having reached 32% in 1999, is likely to be around 50% in 2004 – yes, one birth in two is by Caesarean!

In Greece, the Caesarean rate is approaching 30% in the public sector and 40% in the private sector.

Concerning France, Guy-Marie COUSIN talked about the difficulties of recruitment and training for future specialists, the high cost of insurance and professional liability, and the setting-up of a new catalogue of clinical and technical acts which is likely to prove unfavourable to the professional practice of obstetrics. 

Germany is facing shortages, with too few doctors and too few young people being trained.  The following are falling: fees, reimbursements to patients and the birth rate (720 000 births per year for a population of 80 million).

Denmark has changed its legislation on abortion, which is no longer the monopoly of state hospitals. Negotiation between doctors and supervision authorities is an attempt to make savings. 

In Luxembourg, almost 90% of gynaecologists work in private practice, but registration with the Department of Health is required, and tariffs are controlled.  The influx of doctors is leading to medical over-consumption and a growing deficit in funds.

In Senegal, there are numerous problems: resources are still poor. In rural areas, births take place in the absence of any qualified personnel. There has been an attempt to teach the basics of obstetrics to nursing auxiliaries; there is a project to train GPs in obstetrical emergencies. 

In Mali there are also many problems.  Cultural «brakes » too often thwart action taken by doctors. A long-term campaign is needed to better inform and better educate the population. 

STATUTORY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

- The reports of the Secretary-General (minutes of the General Assembly in Bratislava and annual report), and the treasurer’s report, were adopted unanimously. 

- Election of members of the board:

President: Raymond BELAICHE. Vice-Presidents : Annik CONZEMIUS, Jan STENCL, Rose WARDINI-HACHEM. Secretary-General: Guy SCHLAEDER. Treasurer : Pier Francesco TROPEA.  Past-President : Martin LINK .

- The next UPIGO General Assembly will be held at REGGIO DE CALABRE, from 30.09.2005 to 02.10.2005, at the kind invitation of Pier Francesco TROPEA. The Assembly has decided on a single theme: “The medico-legal aspects of birth”.

- The new statutes were adopted unanimously.  The UPIGO headquarters will be situated at the Faculty of Medecine in Strasbourg.

- The Assembly appoved the new logo of the Union.  The old logo was no longer appopriate to a union which now covers several African countries.  Moreover, it was not acceptable because of too great a similarity to the European flag. 

List of the delegations present in Berlin :

Germany : K.KÖNIG, M.STEINER Denmark : H.H. WAGNER, S.LENZ 

France : G.M. COUSIN Greece : N.TSATSARIS Italy : G. ADINOLFI-R.FORLEO, R.SPOSETTI  Luxembourg : A. CONZEMIUS  Mali : M.DIAKITE Poland : M.SPACZINSKI

Senegal : R. WARDINI-HACHEN, F.WADE  Slovakia :J.STENCL

Members of the board : Past-President : N.TSATSARIS,

Vice-Presidents : A. CONZEMIUS,  R. WARDINI-HACHEN  P.F. TROPEA 

Secretary-General : G. SCHLAEDER. Treasurer: R. BELAICHE  

Apologies were received from:

President : M.LINK

Benin-Togo : E. ALIHONOU   Congo-Brazzaville : H.ILOKI Ivory Coast: C. WELFFENS-EKRA Greece : A.KALOGELOPOUROS Morocco : N. CHRAIBI, S.AGOUMI Nigeria : N. IDI Czech Republic: M. KUDELA  Ukraine : S.KHMIL

Report by G.SCHLAEDER, Secretary-General of UPIGO

Strasburg, December 2004.
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: For more information on UPIGO, see the website: www.upigo.org                
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